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23 June-The authorities in a seizures v 
semi-autonomous tribal following a 
area near Pakistan's border local villagers 
with Afghanistan have 
seized 22 anti-aircraft He said the 
missiles from a village been stored I 


made A BBC correspondent in 
from the area says Pakistan's 
tribal areas bordering 
Afghanistan are awash 

r»han Witl1 a " kinds ° f 
from wea P° ns ' and such 
- . „ seizures are common 


I rom the newsroom of the 
BBC World Se rvice 




: and that he was 
:d near the former 
ot Mullah Omar 
s say that Mullah 
n and another Talib 
riding a motorbike 
irried three rockets, 
her Talib escaped 
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25 June-The British 
Ambassador in Tehran, 
Richard Dalton, has been 
called in by the Iranian 
foreign ministry to receive 
a verbal protest over 
remarks made in the UK 
Parliament yesterday by 
Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

Mr Blair said that the recent 
anti-regime demonstrations 
in Iran deserved Britain's 
support 

I 

Iranian officials have 
condemned the remarks as 
interference in Iran's 
internal affairs and they 
have accused Mr Blair of 
deceiving his own public 
opinion over the war in 


neighbouring Iraq 

In a meeting which British 
embassy sources describe 
as "uncomfortable", Mr 
Dalton was told by Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ali Ahani that Prime 
Minister Blair's remarks 
were out of line with 
Britain's declared policy of 
non-interference in Iran's 
internal affairs. 

They were also 
inconsistent, he was told, 
with its interest in 
strengthening relations 
between the two countries. 

The Iranian side was 
apparently concerned that 


Mr Blair's remarks 

amounted to a shift in 
British policy towards Iran 

Mr Dalton sought to 
reassure them on that point 

He insisted that Britain 
remained committed to a 
policy of preserving and 
developing ties with Iran, 
holding dialogue on points 
of difference while 

pursuing co-operation in 
fields of mutual interest 
such as the war on 
narcotics. 

He also said London 
believed that Iranians alone 
were responsible for their 
country's future 


W % y/ '" ''' 

Government officials in named Mullah Naseem and servic< 
Kandahar said Monday that he was trying to attack a arreste 
they have arrested a high house where American house 
ranking member of the soldiers are staying Repon 

Taliban intelligence Naseei 

* ervice The officials added that he were 

Government officials said was a very senior member and a 
that they arrested a Talib of the Taliban intelligence The otl 

| Afghans Gt 

Nearly 200.000 Afghan thousands of Afghan refugees But th; 
refugees have returned home were returning even day. easy as 
from Pakistan and Iran since refugee 

January this year, according to Almost 200.000 have come rctumin 
the UN Refugee Agency back to Afghanistan since devasta 
(UNHCR). Marking World January this year - mostly fighting 
Refugee Day . a UNHCR from Pakistan houses 

spokesperson said the 

numbers were encouraging. The Afghans had fled there to Added l 
given the worry ing security escape the fighting back sense of 
situation in Afghanistan home. Some like Mukhtar. 

who returned on Thursday. In the 
But aid agencies have warned were going back to their been tr 
| that growing violence in some homeland after more than a rival w. 
parts of the ^country threatens decade. "Yesterday I came there art 
to derail much of the relief back to my countrv In the of form 
and reconstruction work. past 20 y ears we've faced war the sout) 

and disorder." he told me. 

Earlier this week, the UNHCR Aid agci 

and the governments of Iran "Thank God there's been violence 
and Afghanistan signed an peace and security for the past their effi 
agreement to help repatriate year and a half Now I would to ord. 
refugees in Iran. A UNHCR like to go back to my village, rebuild tl 
spokesperson in Kabul. Maki rebuild my house and start a than 20 \ 
Shinohara. told the BBC that new life." 


thousands of Afghan refugees 
were returning even day 

Almost 200.000 have come 
back to Afghanistan since 
January this year - mostly 
from Pakistan 

The Afghans had fled there to 
escape the fighting back 
home Some like Mukhtar. 
who returned on Thursday, 
were going back to their 
homeland after more than a 
decade. "Yesterday I came 
back to my country In the 
past 20 y ears we've faced war i 
and disorder." he told me. 


But that may not be quite as 
easy as it seems Many of the 
refugees find themselves 
returning to a country 
devastated after years of 
fighting with a shortage of 
houses, jobs and food 

Added to that is the growing 
sense of insecurity. 

In the north, clashes have 
been taking place between 
rival warlord factions while 
there arc fears of a resurgence 
of former Taleban forces in 
the south and east. 


25 June Afghanistan's 
President, Hamid Karzai, 
. has ordered the release of 
two journalists accused of 
blasphemy. 

But he said the two men 
would still be brought to 
trial 

They were arrested last 
week after the publication 
of an article headlined 
Holy Fascism, which 

attacked what it described 

as crimes committed in 
Islam's name It also 

criticized some members 
of the anti-Taliban 
Northern Alliance. 

The arrests were 

denounced by the United 
Nations representative in 
Afghanistan and ’ 

journalists' groups. 

Mr KarZai told a press 
conference in his 
presidential palace that he 
has ordered the release of 
the two men, on the 
advice of his minister for 
information and culture. 

But Mir Hussein 
Mehdavi, editor of the 
weekly Aftab newspaper. 


and his Iranian deputy, Ali delay " 

Reza, would still stand 

trial. ,, 


Mr Karzai read out extracts 
from the article to 
journalists and gave his 
views on it. 

He said his government 
cherished the twin ideals of 
freedom of speech and 
press freedom 

But, he said, that did not 
allow for anyone to insult 
the national religion. 

While Mr Karzai has 
ordered the release of the 
two men, he has also 
assigned security guards to 
watch over them. 

He says they may be at risk 
from Afghans who are 
offended by the article 

Last Sunday the UN 
special envoy to 
Afghanistan attacked their 
detention 

"In respect of the arrest last 
week, the special 

representative of the 
secretary general calls for' 
their release without 


On Monday the US-based 
Human Rights Watch 
accused President Karzai 
of not doing enough to 
protect freedom of speech 

The French group 
Reporters Without Borders 
and the US-based 
Committee to Protect 
Journalists have also 
condemned the arrests. 

Around 150 publications 
have appeared - mostly in 
Kabul - in the 18 months 
since the fall of the Taliban 
regime 

Rules imposed by the 
Taliban turned Afghanistan 
into a country without 
news or pictures 

Despite the comparative 
freedom citizens enjoy now 
the Washington-based 
group. Human Rights 
Watch, last month accused 
Afghan security 

personnel of creating a 
climate of fear in which 
journalists were afraid to 
publish articles 

criticizing the country's 
leaders 


24 June-Islamic parties in 
Pakistan have condemned 
an ongoing military 
operation in a northern 
western tribal region. 

On Monday a soldier was 
killed in clashes as tribal 
groups resisted the troops in 
the Mohmand region. 

About 2.000 Pakistani 
forces moved into the semi- 
autonomous region last 
week in an attempt to stop 
remnants of the Taliban and 
al-Qaida taking refuge in 
Pakistan. 

At the same time a joint US 
Afghan operation was 
launched on the other side 


encroach upon their special 
status." MM A leader Hafiz 
Hussain Ahmed told the AFP 
new s agency. 

A Pakistani soldier was killed 
when group of fighters 
resisted the advance of 
Pakistani troops in the 
Mohmand region, close to the 
Afghan border. 

The chief administrator of the 
district blamed Afghan 
tribesmen. backed by 
warlords, say ing they fired on 
Pakistani forces and then ran 
off. 

About 2.000 Pakistani troops 
have been deployed in the 
border region and about 500 
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of the border to trap rebel an d Afghan troops were 
fighters in the mountains. positioned on the Afghan side. 


Thank God there's been 
peace and security for the past 
year and a half. Now I would 
like to go back to my village, 
rebuild my house and start a 
new life." 


Aid agencies say the growing 
violence threatens to disrupt 
their efforts to provide relief 
to ordinary Afghans and 
rebuild the country after more 
than 20 years of w ar. 


Leaders of Pakistan's 
Islamic alliance. Muttahida 
Majlis-c-Amal. discussed 
the operation in at a 
meeting in Peshawar - the 
capital of the North West 
Frontier Province - on 
Monday. 

"The operation is dangerous 
for the country as it 
constitutes a violation of a 
long standing agreement 
with tribesmen not to 


The MMA leader says US 
troops were also operating on 
the Pakistan side of the 
border. 

That has been denied by the 
gov ernment in Islamabad. 

Interior Secretary Tasnecm 
Noorani told AFP "We have 
secured seven out of eight 
passes in the Mohmand and 
there arc some pockets of 
resistance at just one pass." 


One of those nations that 
has been involved in and 
responsible for the 
destruction of Afghanistan 
has observed that our 
country is in need of 
reconstruction. It is once 
again trying to become 
involved in the affairs of 
Afghanistan and has 
already begun its deceitful 
activities, calling them 
"health services," "religious 
activities" and 

"investments." 

Dear brothers and 
sisters! 

Try to know and be aware 
that testing people who 
have already been tested is 
a big mistake. Officials of 
our country seem to be very 
busy in those businesses 
that only benefit them 
rather than the country, so 
they are not aware of the 
activities of our enemies. 
The famous Al-Qaida 
network has entered our 
country under the same 
policy, opening their 
offices under the name of 
health centers, religious 
centers and centers 
supporting the orphans. 
(Baktazh) 
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KABUL, Afghanistan (WP) 
- June 24th-he U S. military 
is investigating the death of 
an Afghan man in its 
custody over the weekend, 
the third such case reported 
here since the Taliban fell, 
officials said today 

The man “died Saturday 

afternoon in a holding 
facility near Asadabad in 
the eastern province of 
Konar, said Col Rodney 
DavL, a U.S military 

spokesman. 

" T ie man was taken under 
> mtrol June 18 [and] 
transported to the holding 
facility at a security 

compound, where he stayed 
until his death," Davis said 
in a statement from Bagram 
air base, headquarters of the 
U.S.-led coalition forces in 
Afghanistan. 

Davis did not say why the 
man was detained or under 
what circumstances he 
died, saying only the cause 


of death was under 
investigation. 

In December, two Afghan 
detainees died in US. 
custody at Bagram and 
their deaths were classified 
as homicides in March 

Earlier, military 

pathologists said one died 
of a heart attack and the 
other of a blood clot in the 
lung, but both showed signs 
of Ulunt-force trauma. The 
U.S Army launched a 
criminal inquiry into the 
two deaths. That inquiry 
remains incomplete, a 
military official said 

Human rights groups such 
as Amnesty International 
have criticized the U.S 
military for denying 
detainees in Afghanistan 
access to lawyers and using 
harsh interrogation 

techniques. 

U.S. military officials 
acknowledged restraining 
detainees, "obscuring their 


vision and interrupting their 
sleep, but said they have 
not violated the Geneva 
Conventions governing 
prisoners of war 

There are 11,500 troops 
under U.S. command in 
Afghanistan hunting for 
supporters of the al Qaeda 
terrorist network and its 
ally, the Taliban 

U.S. and Afghan officials 
frequently complain that 
terrorists are launching 
anti-coalition, anti¬ 

government strikes from 
just over the border in 
Pakistan 

Last week in the eastern 
province of Nangahar, U.S 
forces fanned out along the 
Pakistani border to try to 
seal it in an action they 
dubbed Operation Unified 
Resolve 

Although the holding 
facility where the Afghan 
man died is nearby, his 
detention was unrelated. 
Davis said 
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for Afghan General Election Annoi 


People's Daily June 23 - 
An Afghan political party 
has announced its leader as 
a candidate for the 


country's first 

democratically elected 
president in the history, 
sources in Kabul said on 
Sunday. 

Sved Ishaq Ghalani, 
chairman of the National 
Solidarity Movement of 

Afghanistan, was 

nominated by the party as 
its presidential candidate 
for the general election 
expected to be held in the 
country in June 2004, a 
party official told Xinhua 
The party has announced 
the decision in a statement 
issued on Saturday, the 
official said 

It was the first time that a 
political party in 

Afghanistan announced its 
candidate for . the 


Ghalani, 




presidency for the 2004 
general ejection, which will 
elect a new government to 
replace the current 
transitional one headed by 
President Hamid Karzai 
Ghalani, a renowned 
political figure and a 
veteran journalist, lived in 
Peshawar, Pakistan, for 
several years after the 

Taliban came to power in 

Afghanistan in 1096. 
Under the Bonn agreement 
reached between different 
factions after the Taliban s 
ouster in 2001, a general 
election will be held eight 
months after a new 

constitution is adopted later 
this year. 

Rumors here said that 

former president Burhandin 
Rabani, the nominal leader 
of the Northern Alliance 
which dominates the 

transitional government. 


and a grandson of former 
King Zahir Shah have 
intention to compete for the 
presidency, but have not 
announced their 

candidacies officially 

There is no law in the 
country to govern activities 
of political parties as the 
transitional government 
said such a law could only 
be enacted after the 

adoption of a new 

constitution. 

However, some political 

parties led by leading 
mujahidins, or holy 
fighters, who gained their 
fame during the resistance 
war against the Soviet 
occupation in the 1980s. 

and liberal Afghans who 
returned from western 
countries recently, are 

actively preparing for the 
general election, observers 
here said 





SPIN BOLDAK. Afghanistan 
(Reuters) - The shadowy 
leader of Afghanistan ’s former 
Taliban regime. Mullah Omar, 
has named a 10-man 
leadership council to organize 
resistance against foreign 
Iroops m the country, a news 
report said on Tuesday. 
The Pakistani newspaper. The 
News, quoted a Taliban 
spokesman as saying Mullah 
Omar announced the formation 
of the body in an audio tape 
sent from his hiding place in 
Afghanistan. 

The whereabouts of Mullah 
Omar and al Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden, who is 
blamed for masterminding the 
September 11.2001. attacks on 
New York and Washington, 
remain unknown despite more 
than a year and a half of U.S.- 
led operations in Afghanistan. 
In the tape. Mullah Omar 
called on the Taliban to make 
sacrifices to drive out U.S. and 
other foreign troops and the 
"puppet" government of U.S.- 
backed President Hamid 


Kar/ai. the paper quoted 


Mohammed Mukhtar MujahidAts 
saying. 

The paper said members of the 
Rahbari Shura, or leadership 
council, were mostly Taliban 
military commanders and most, 
were from the southwest of the 
country. 

The paper said the council 
included former defense minister 
Mullah Obaidullah and military 
commanders, including the one- 
legged Mullah Dadullah and 
Akhlar Mohammad Usinani. 
Mullah Abdul Rauf, a prov incial 
governor in the Taliban regime 
ousted from power by a U.S.-led 
coalition in late 2001. told 
Reuters the council was formed 
after five days of talks that ended 
on Monday between senior 
Taliban officials at an 
undisclosed location in southern 
Afghanistan. 

"The Shura was formed to 
expedite jihad (holy war) against 
occupation forces and strengtlien 
the Taliban movement." lie said 
Mullah Abdul Samad. a Taliban 
intelligence official, said the 



A former top Iraqi 
official has said that 
Saddam Hussein 

survived the Gulf War 
along with his two sons, 
US defense sources say. 

Mahmud al-Tikriti told 
interrogators that he had 
spent time in hiding with 
Uday and Qusay 
Hussein and their father 
after the end of the war 
this spring. 

Mr Tikriti said that he 
and the two sons had 
sought refuge in Syria 
and had not seen 
Saddam since they left 
They were later 
allegedly expelled by the 
authorities in Damascus. 

America's administrator 
in Iraq, Paul Bremer, 
said the US had reached 
no conclusion as to 
whether Saddam was 
alive or dead. 

"I think it's important for 
us to try to reach a 
conclusion and to be 
able to show why we 
reached that conclusion - 
have him captured and 
show him alive, or prove 
definitively that he is 
dead," he said at the 
World Economic Forum 
in Jordan A British 
newspaper reported on 
Sunday that that US had 


fired missiles at a convoy 
believed to be carrying 
Saddam Hussein and at least 
one of his sons The 
Observer said the US was 
carrying out DNA tests to 
see if the former president 
was killed in the missile 
strike on Wednesday. 

The paper said US forces 
had launched their attack 
based on an intercepted 
phone call There has been 
no confirmation of the 
Observer report. 

The BBC's Chris Morris 
reported from Saddam's 
home town, Tikrit, that 
loyalty to the deposed 
dictator is still strong there 
with many people saying 
they wouid willingly help 
him evade capture. 

US officials caution that the 
accuracy of the information 
given by Mr Tikriti has not 
been fully assessed since his 
capture in Iraq on Monday. 

But recent US intelligence 
intercepts suggest Saddam 
Hussein and his sons are 
alive and in Iraq, and efforts 
to capture them have 
intensified. Mahmud al- 
Tikriti - the "ace of 
diamonds" in the US pack of 
cards of top wanted Iraqis - 
ranked only behind Saddam 
and his sons in the Iraqi 
leadership 


He has been questioned 
over the last four days 
by US officials in 
Baghdad 

"We know that this guy 
[Mr Tikriti] was his 
[Saddam's] shadow at 
one time," an unnamed 
US official told Reuters 
news agency on 

Saturday. 

"But who knows what's 
true and what's not 
here 0 " A defence 

official who spoke to the 
New York Times said 
one had to be careful 
about the information 
being given by Mr 
Tikriti because "for 

many, many years., [he] 
was part of the lies and 
deception". 

Mahmud al-Tikriti was 
one of Saddam Hussein's 
closest aides, frequently 
at his side and 
controlling access to the 
former Iraqi president 

In the weeks after the 
war, US Defence 
Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld said that some 
senior Iraqi officials had 
fled to Syria, and called 
on Damascus to hand 
them over. Syria has 
strongly denied 

harbouring Iraqi 

fugitives 



I 


council had alrcadv begun its 


vv ork 

"Nov jihad will be waged 
against the U.S. and allied 
forces under a new mililarv 
strategy." lie said, but gave no 
details 

There arc about I 1.500 foreign 
troops under U.S. command 
hunting Taliban and al Qaeda 
remnants in Afghanistan 
On Saturdav. U.S. forces 
launched an air assault in the 
southeast of the country to 
prepare for a dcplovmcnl of 
Iroops on the border with 
Pakistan to slop Taliban and al 
Qaeda ftgliters crossing and 
earning out attacks 
On Sunday night. Taliban 
fighters captured the Atghar 
district of the southwestern 
province of Zabul near the 
Pakistani frontier after a brief 
encounter with government 
forces, travelers from the area 
said. 

They said several dozen 
Taliban fighters were involved 
in the attack in which the 
district chief was wounded 


People say: 

Why doesn't the Afghan 
government ask NGOs why 
they take funds from the 
donors promising to 

reconstruct Afghanistan, as 
it is obvious that they put 
all of the money in their 
pockets and no 

reconstruction actually 
takes place It seems that all 
of these NGOs work for the 
government authorities and 
their relatives. 

People say: 

The responsible officials 
who are in possession of 
the rough draft of the 
constitution do not want to 
release it and let the people 
know about it because they 
fear it will create 
misunderstandings and 
negative reactions. Though 
this is the only way to 
ensure that it will be 
accepted in the Loya Jirga 
without any objection, it 
looks as though they may 
already have secret 
agreements with the 
members of the Loya Jirga. 
People say: 

The importance and status 
of the title "Father of the 


Nation," accorded to King 
Zahir Shah by political and 
military leaders as well as 
the Afghan people, has 
caused some people and 
organizations to use this 
name to promote their 
deceitful goals in the 
upcoming elections and 
deceive the poor and 
oppressed people of 
Afghanistan yet again 

People say: 

Disagreement over the 
expansion of the number 
and activities of the 
International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) in 
Afghanistan shows that 
those who still have guns 
and cruelly use them for 
personal aims realize that 
the source of their power is 
in jeopardy. As soon as the 
number of ISAF troops 
increases in Afghanistan, 
the privileges and power of 
those armed people will 
decrease. 

People say: 

The Afghan government 
declared last year that they 
will rebuild electricity 
cables in those areas that 
were destroyed during the 


war, so the local people 
could go and rebuild their 
houses there. However, this 
process has been as slow as 
nothing has happened and 
the residents of those areas 
are still living in rental 
houses and paying 
unaffordable rents. 

People say: 

Pakistani currency is being 
used more than Afghan 
currency in the frontier 
provinces. Pak rupees are 
also being used in the 
capital when people buy 
things of great value. As 
the Afghan government 
knows about such business, 
why doesn’t it take action 
against it 0 
People say: 

Many Millie buses have 
been imported from abroad 
this last year, but the people 
of Kabul city still • have 
many problems with 
transportation. The drivers 
of the buses do not move 
until the buses get 
overloaded. But when they 
get overloaded they cause 
many problems for the 
passengers getting on and 
off the buses. 
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